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Karen Krasne's sweet celebration of spring

BY NEAL MATTHEWS | PHOTOGRAFHY BY GARY PAYKHE
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was the vernal equinox in the 20ch year since the native San
Dhcgan recurned home and opened E
on Fifth Avenue, with seating for 10, 50 there was sym
141 |1'.'.'i:|I'|E. 100 ale friends over to her Mission Hills home
to celebrate che anniversary, the return of spring, and the
lavinch of her five newe chooolste bars

If e indulged ac eicher of Krasne's two restauranc/
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meore than 200 people, you've already expencenced a lictle

af what her home 15 like: subely texcured, with a grace

and inner warmch char’s so San Diego. As her husband,

Oppoite: In the kitchen courtyard of her Mission Hills homs,
Karen Krasne s party begins. Far left is Denise Lepaglia: mid-
dle bockground are Brian Linn, Agren Anderson and Martin
Boenl. Seated at right are Sharla Hilburn, Krasne and her
doughter, Sohara. Above: Arcund the kel pond patlo, gueests
George Malson, Andrew Whitcomb, Leono Whiteside and John
ddams enjoy drinks with host Jamie Kiskis. Left: Krasne with
Kikis ond Sohora,
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“The way she talked about food

was an inspiration. The sensuality;

the flow. The process of making food

is similar to making architecture.
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Jamie Kiskis (he starced the fantasy spors game Web

Oncherecordsports.com), poured flutes
Noir, and cheir five-year-old daughter,

pascry able like a shark, Karenis lush laugh floated in
out of the open doors to the kitchen and compace living room
of the contemporacy Craftsman-style hou

“I¢s always got che Karen touch. It real,” marvel
Farres, who grew up with her in Del Cerro, He weat inco his
family’s wine business and they recently sold out of the Winc
Bank downtown. Farres and Denise Lapaglia had brought
cheir cwo-month-old daughter, Kaia, to the parcy, and were
standing near the glittering food table. “Every time we com
here chere’s something new;” said Farces.

those slices of cucumber floating in the water
pitcher. No corner missed.

Krasne has lived 12 years e e pdaly e
verted it into a Zenful sanceuary. A jeng shu consulrant helped
Nagals e e irregularly
shaped bedroom. The architece who designed the outdoor space

Above: A feast of sumptuous delicacies awats guests. Opposit:
Two of the cocktails served af the party: Passion Fruit Presse and
Raspberry Smash.
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Raspberry Smash

raspherrias

leaspoon ratpherty puree
hecpon simphe fyrup’
Presecco liralicn sparking wanal

amash raspberries ond place
into battom of glass.

Add raspberry pures ond
simple syrup and top with
Prosecco

arnsh with rose potal,







Axron Anderson (www,studic-anderson.com), was ar the party,
He explained thar Karen made it easy for him o find the right
'-'i|'-|.', which includes a b -::-1. owstam metal wark, A .‘-'-IJ.r]1|||r|.-
glass-enclosed fire pic thar looks like a flaming aquarium reses
arop & stinless-stee] pecestal, Behind a line ol pobarer A R
mocher ferns, a Warerjer-cur cement Diberboard privacy screen
broadens the scale and concentrates che inrimacy.

“The way she talked about food was an inspiration,” sand
Anderson. "The sensualicy, the flow. The process of making
food is similar o making archirecoore.”
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parern came from, like a metal lamp unrolled flac, I all
flowed from there™ The screen echoes similar oncs ar che
Lloussn Serset pettaurane,

Like her restauranes, Krasne’s house s filled wich are and
crait work garhered on her plobal travels, "Each room has a
travel origin,” Krasne said, “but chey all ger a licgle diluced.
See char Black lorus on the wall?™ she pointed chrough che
doors into the kitchen 1o a hammered bronze sculpture she
had had made in Jaipur, India. *Thar was meant for che res-
caurant, bue | couldn't let e go.”

There's a flow of sensibility, taste and art pieces berween her
home and her restanranes thar also includes her friends. Mose
of the food was artfully positioned on @ custom stainless-soeed
pario rable, made by another guest — old friend, Brian Linn
(Vincent Designs, Barro Logan), wheo also did all of che mexal-

Clpposite: Krasne and dovghter Sohara. Tep: Sakara checks
aut the fable of ywests whils her mother chaty with Larena
Whiteside |left] and Aster Adams [right]. Abowve: Aster and
huzband, John Adoms, with Andrews Whitcomb,
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work in the Union Sceeer restanrant. I books strong enough oo
hodd a locomotive, but tonight was piled high with the classi-
cally crained pastry maseer’s signaoune bownry,

Ther were the new chocolate bars 10 five flavacs
derived from a cake on the memu, ma j
luxury chovalatier Valerie Co
alae), darkened milk chocolate b

asphberries, o
; e milk ch
with mspbernics (Truffe Framboise) and bictersweet chocolare
bar filled wirth salted caramel (20ch Anniversary),

A plate of miniature Greek panini with feta and olives sat
hesicle Kraone's Mich anmversary "Wosrnmel” darke chooalage cake
with saleed caramel mous other chocolite bar inspari-
teons, including the rum-laced Gianduia, one of the restaurant’s
best sellers, and the whire chooolare Linzer Toere, almost booboed

ol 1
{Irange rose petals amd violer |.|l:|.}'r]'|:|:l';:|.||1'|. hlossoms deco-
ures, and che edibl d leaf sparkled
| i pree duse in young Sahara's e She was right, This
was nor a rme o linger over the healthy panini. Wich her
mom’s laugh playing like music around her, Sahara’s hand

disappeared into the brownie plate and the sweer feast of

Tap: Jamie Kiskls, Karen Krosre and Aaren Andersen (lef]:
Maortin Boenl and Brion Linn -Iinrqqrnu-nd_ rightl. Abeve: Kaia

Lapagla. Oppesite: Krawne s Chocolate Croissant Bread
Pudding. Where fo find 2 poge

spring 08 could no longer be restrained. <o
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